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Trail Answers and Explanatory Notes
for parents and teachers and accompanying adults
We hope you enjoy the trail!

EDUCATION AND
CONSERVATION

BACKGROUND HISTORY There has been a church here in Farnham since Saxon times. A manor and church was
held by the Bishop of Winchester as far back as the 7th century and is later mentioned in
the Domesday Book in 1086. It was rebuilt in the 12th century but in the 14th century, the Nave was destroyed,
probably by fire. Building continued in the 15th and 16th centuries but during the Reformation (1534-1553), the Great
Rood (crucifix) and statues were destroyed and the plate and vestments confiscated. During the Victorian period, much
BACKGROUD
HISTORY
was restored and
the Tower raised to its present height.
In 1997 a conservation and development programme was begun which was completed in 2005. D uring this period, the
pews were removed and the pavilions built to enable the church to be used for community meetings and even ts, as well
as restoration of the historic clock, ten bells and the Elphick carillon which rings seasonal tunes 5 times each day.
1 FONT

a. Water is put into the font for baptism.
2 PULPIT The pulpit is in the South
b. The carvings round the side of the stone font are symbols of the
Aisle.
4 Evangelists (Gospel writers): St. Matthew’s is a man, St. Luke’s is an ox, St.
a. There are 7 steps.
Mark’s a lion and St. John’s an eagle. The carved letters, IHC, are an
b. The pulpit is made high
abbreviation of the Greek word for Jesus, ‘IESOUS’. It is known as a sacred
so that the person speaking
monogram.
from it can be seen and
c. There are 4 angels climbing up the cover.
heard more clearly.
d. The bird is a dove. It is flying down. It represents the holy spirit.

3 LADY CHAPEL a. The ’Lady’ is the Virgin Mary, the mother of Jesus, who was popularly addressed as ’Our
Lady’. The flower is a lily, which has been chosen as white represents purity.
b. The Jay family are all wearing starched linen or muslin ruffs around their necks. Note that the children are wearing
the same type of clothes as their parents. There are 6 children: 3 boys and 3 girls. (The Jay family used to live at
Waverley Abbey.)
c. “.. who having been Dark about 12 years..”, meaning that Henry Vernon was blind for about 12 years. The Vernon
family used to live in Culver Hall, now known as Vernon House (the old part of Farnham Library.) Henry Vernon was
host to King Charles 1st for a night on 20th December 1648. The king gave Henry Vernon his embroidered cap (now in
the Farnham Museum) as a “token of Royal favour” as he had no money to give him. The next day, King Charles
continued up to London on his way to his trial and execution in January 1649.
4 ST JAMES’S CHAPEL

a. (Drawing of one of the angels’ symbols of the
Passion cycle from the Reredos panel.)
b. St. Peter is carrying a large key. A key (or keys) is his symbol. Jesus said he would
give Peter the keys to the kingdom of heaven after Peter had declared that Jesus was the
Messiah (Matthew 16. Vv 13-19).
c.There are holes in the base of the Piscina to drain away the water used to wash the
sacred vessels used during Mass (Holy Communion). The three spaces are seats for the
clergy assisting at the service: the Vicar, Deacon and Sub-Deacon.
d. Jesus is blessing 5 loaves and 2 fishes. This is from the story of the miraculous feeding of the 5,000. All the huge
crowd were fed from just these items of food, with plenty to spare. (Matthew 14, vv14-21). St. Andrew was a
fisherman and fish are his symbol.

5 ST. GEORGE’S CHAPEL

a. This poem, attributed to John Maxwell
Edmonds (1875-1958) is most commonly
associated with the Kohima 2nd Division Memorial in the northern Indian
state of Nagaland on the border with Burma. It commemorates the Allied
repulse of the Japanese army there. “We” are the dying soldiers. It is a
poem used at many Remembrance Sunday services every year at the 11th
hour of the 11th day of the 11th month (11am on 11th November when the
war ended in 1918) when we remember all those who died in wars.

b. St. George and the
dragon. The story comes
from the East brought back
with the Crusaders.
c. (Drawing)
d. The Bishop of Guildford’s
crest can also be found on the
Bishop’s Chair in the Nave
near the Lady Chapel.

6 ORGAN PIPES

8 NORTH WALL a. Stone monument. This is in
memory of Captain John Gordon.
6
a. LECTERN
31 pipes can be seen but there are He died from wounds in battle at Cawnpore in India.
many many more hidden from view!
The flag is decorated with a tassel and the badge of The
b. The longest pipe makes the lowest Prince of Wales Volunteers and the names of the battles
sound. Each pipe is tuned to a
they had fought in.
specific note of the musical scale. The
width and length of the pipe establish b. This is the hatchment of Jennie Maunoir of Geneva,
the pitch of the note.
married to the Rt. Rev. Charles Sumner, Bishop of
7 OR7GAN
Winchester, showing his Bishop’s mitre, previously seen
7 LECTERN
on the Bishop’s crest in the window of St.
George’s Chapel and on the Bishop’s chair.
a. The eagle has webbed feet.
b. The grandchildren of the
Hatchments were hung outside the house when someone died and brought to
Bishop of Winchester, Charles
church at the funeral. Hatchments are quite rare nowadays but St. Andrew’s has
Richard Sumner, presented it in 1874. 11 of them hanging high up on the walls of the church. Have a look for them in
the next church you visit.
9 SOUTH WALL
a. This is the Christmas window and shows the nativity—the birth of Jesus.
(Luke 2, vv1-20)
b. There are wise men (magi) and shepherds.
In the centre light is the Holy Family: Joseph, Mary, and the baby Jesus lying in a
manger.
10 WEST TOWER
a. The first Vicar of St. Andrew’s shown on this board was John in c. 1245 (though there was a church here from c600).
b. The commandment number VIII (8) is: “Thou shalt not steal”. The commandments listed are (in modern English):
1. You shall love the Lord your God ... 2. You shall not make ..any graven image .. 3. You shall not take .. his Name in
vain .. 4. Remember to keep Holy the Sabbath Day .. 5. Honour your Father and your Mother .. 6. You shall do no
murder .. 7. You shall not commit adultery. 8. You shall not steal. 9. You shall not bear false witness .. 10. You shall not
covet your neighbour’s (goods).
c. On the memorial to Lt. Col. Thomas Walsh, above the pediment are 2 swords, a draped flag and a halberd. On the
left side are an axe and a spear, a draped flag, a cannon barrel with ramrod and cleaning brush heads. On the
right side are the end of the draped flag with a spear, another draped flag with a spear and the br eech end of the gun
barrel with a cannon ball and the rod ends of the ramrod and brush.
d. The portrait memorial to William Cobbett was placed in the church by John Fielden because they were both
Members of Parliament.
11 TOMB OF WILLIAM COBBETT William Cobbett died on 18th June 1835.
He is Farnham’s most famous person. His birthplace, The Jolly Farmer pub where his father was publican, was renamed
“The William Cobbett”. While in America, he wrote under the pseudonym ’Peter Porcupine’. William Cobbett Junior
School was named in his honour and their logo is a porcupine. On his return to England, he started his ’Political Register’,
a weekly newspaper, and the accounts of parliamentary debates which later became Hansard. In 1810 he was sent t o
Newgate Prison for 2 years for protesting against the flogging of local militiamen in Ely. Following another two years in
the USA, he took to riding round England on horseback and in 1830, he wrote his most famous book, “Rural Rides” on the
plight of the rural Englishman. He mercilessly exposed corruption in high places, cried out about the miserable conditions
of working people and repeatedly called for a radical reform of Parliament and the Church. His efforts were rewarded by
the passing of the Reform Bill in 1832. On the plaque on his tomb it says: “Beneath this stone lie the remains of William
Cobbett. Son of George and Anne Cobbett. Born in the Parish of Farnham 9th March 1762. Enlisted into the 54th
Regiment of Foot in 1784 of which Regiment he became Sergeant Major in 1785 and obtained his discharge in 1791. In
1794 he became a Political Writer. In 1832 was returned to Parliament for the Borough of Oldham and represented it till
his death which took place at Normandy Farm in the adjoining parish of Ash on the 18th June 1835.”
WELL DONE! You’ve finished the trail. We very much hope that you have enjoyed it.
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